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Abstract  
The purpose of this presentation is to disseminate European and North American initiatives that add the 
concepts of "timeliness" and "efficiency" to the definition of Hydrography by the International Hydrographic 
Organization. According to the Merriam-Webster English Dictionary (online version), state-of-the-art is "the level 
of development (as of a device, procedure, process, technique, or science) reached at any particular time, 
usually as a result of modern methods." Cambridge English Dictionary (online version) defines timeliness as "the 
fact or quality of happening at best possible time or at the right time" and associates efficiency with results 
obtained with the optimized use of available resources. Ports, the oil and gas industry, coastal management, 
response to extreme weather events, and defense demand responses from the Hydrography at speed often 
incompatible with the traditional process. Moreover, we live in a time of paradigm shift, when the S-100 and e-
Navigation redefine the concept of the state-of-the-art in Hydrography. We will see, throughout the presentation, 
among other things, how the Port of Rotterdam goes from the acquisition of the bathymetry to the updating of the 
electronic chart in less than a day; how uncrewed vessels are changing the concepts of data acquisition; how 
NOAA interacts with industry to accelerate the adoption of various products under the S-100; and we will end up 
looking at new sensors and new practices. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


