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To rcd11ce Lhe cffect. of randon111css as wcll as o[ local characteris-
1.ics, rninfa.11 dai.a, for s11brcgions oí Nl� 11razil were combined. The
r<'s11lt.i11g series ( 19I '.�-I \)77) w,1s srnoot.l1n aml showcd sorne general
d1aradnís1.ics lik,· cxccss rai11fall d11ri11g 1917, 1!)21, 1924, 1964,
1974 ;u1d dro11ghts dllfing 191:í, 1919, l!l'.12, I9.5'.l, 19f>8. llowever,
tl1csc and ot.l1cr ev<�tit,s scc111cd 1.o occ11r irrcg11larly. J\ sp(�ct.ral anal
ysis sl1owcd significa.nt. pcriodiciLics ncar T e_: 2-3, :3-4, 5-6, 1;3, 26
aml 50 yea.rs. B,11. t.l1cir contrib11tio11 1.o total varia.ncc was only
a.bout. !'>5'Yr,, lcavi11g a.ho11t. 4!>% as ra11do111 or irregular. ln the fu-
1.urc, deficit. rai11fall during Lhe 11cxt fcw yca.rs is indica.tcd, but the
rcliabilit.y of t.l1is prcdict,io11 is diílirnlt to j11dgc.

CARACTERÍSTICAS DE PRECIPITAÇÃO PLUVIOMÉTRICA EM 
DIFERENTES PARTES DO NOTIDESTE IlRASILEIRO Para reduzir 
o r,.fpi/o ,fo al(',(1,lo1"ú:dade r. l,m1hém, das carndr.d,licas locais, dados
de p 1ffip ilaçiio dr thnva em .<11tb-rrgiôcs ,lo nonlcslr brasileiro foram,
combinados. J\s shic., JT:sullaulrs (I9/.'J-I977} fomrn mais suaves
r 111.oslmra111 a.l_q11?1w.s canu·lcn:.c;Jú:as grrnis, /ais r:01110 excesso de
drnvn d·,mwü 1917, 1.9!1/, 1/)f.!4, /.964 <: 1.974 r, sems durante 1915,
191.9, 19.12, / .<)5."l e l 95R. /�'n.l.rrlanl.o, esles e outros eventos parece
ram o<·m-rYôr inrgulannenlc. Urna análise especlrnl mostrou perio
dicidades significanles cm lorno de T = 2-."J, 3-4, 5-6, 13, 16 e 50
anos. 8nln:lanlo, s11.as ,:onlrifnúçõcs Iu1m a variância total foi de
cerm dr 55%, dri:rando an:a de 4,�% dr conlribnição aleatória nu
ÚTegnlar. No ful:tl'l'O, carência de í'hnvn durante os p róximos anos é
indicada, mas a con,Jiabilúlade desla p 1'edição é difícil de julgar.
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INTRODUCTION 

NorthPast Brazil has a highly variahlc rainíall 

regi111c, Coa.si.ai arca.<; ca11 have an111rnl rai11falls cx

cceding 2000 rnrn, whilc i11 lhe i11terior, rainfalls coul<l 

be a.<; low a.<; 100 mm. Also, differc11t. parts rnay 

have different rainíall patterns. Thc longcst rainfall 

series availahle in NE Brazil is for Fortaleza ( 4 º S, 

39ºW), Ceará, frorn 1819 onwar<ls. Severa] publi-

cations give delails of thc a11alysis of thc Fortaleza 

series, c.g. Markharn (197 4), Girardi and Teixeira 

(1978), Kanc (1985), Morettin et al. (1985), Har

vey and Souza (1987). llowever, Fortaleza represents 

only a restricted region, within a range of about 600 

km, Kane anel Trivedi (1988) prepared a master se

ries ( 1912-1978) combining the data of 93 stations 

with characteristics similar to Fortaleza and reported 
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